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Stockman Tarr, bravely fulfilling the desire of her lamented husband, who was to have been a member of the excursion, opened her home for a reception. Here the party met such members of the Cornell faculty as were at home during the summer and gained some acquaintance with one of our universities, as they did also in Chicago, in Madison and other places.
Hundreds of representative men in all professions and occupations were met in connection with dinners, receptions and local excursions given wherever stops were made in town or city. Evenings and midday hours were set apart for elaborate and largely attended dinners in Detroit, Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Tacoma, Portland, Salt Lake City, Denver, Chattanooga and at the University of Virginia. Each of these deserves record, for its lavish hospitality, for the addresses given and for the roll of distinguished men present, but the space allotted to this sketch admits no adequate expression of the geographers' appreciation
At the dinner in St. Paul, Governor Eberhart of Minnesota evinced his good wit by saying that he had "never expected to see so many people who knew so much about the earth and owned so little of it," while Archbishop Ireland on the same occasion made a speech which, if a little long, was every word interesting and inspiring. It was not a little interesting to the French professors who sat at his side that he was quite their equal in the finished use of their native tongue. It is hardly to be believed that one hundred representative business men of any eastern town would come out by train at six o'clock in the morning a distance of fifty miles to meet a delegation of scholars, but this was done by the men of Fargo, in North Dakota, and the skidding of the automobiles in the wet gumbo outside of Fargo gave one a lasting remembrance of the quality of the black prairie soil.
In a country so broad and so rich in interest, many places were of necessity allotted a time that was all too brief. This was illustrated in the party's call at Spokane, where a splendid western city was seen by electric light only. The most was made of two short hours by the Chamber of Commerce in an informal reception, accompanied by an exhibition of products and photographs. At Bismarck was received another of those friendly welcomes which seem to be universal west of the Mississippi River. Here Governor Burke of North Dakota and many citizens gave to the party in